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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSrTY
Charleston, Ulinois

HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-598 1

FOR I MMEDIATE RELEASE (MAY 12 )
CHARLESTON, IL. --WILLIAM HOFFEE OF FAIRFIELD , a member of the
Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities , adjusts the
graduati on cap of RODNEY AMAN prior to Eastern Illinois Universi t y ' s
commencement ceremony Saturday (May 12) .
AMAN, also from Fairfield , graduated with honors Saturday .

Other

Fairfield HS graduates scheduled to participate in EIU ' s ceremony were
Terry Colvin , Mark Johnson , Mark Musgrave and Stacy Smith.
HOFFEE, who was one of the platform speakers , told approximately
1200 graduates that " we anticipate you will become an ambassa dor for this
University and for the concept of accessible , public higher education .
You will be a role model for others who accept the challenge of obtaining
a college education as a key part of their lives .
" When you graduate, you leave something of yourself on campus and you
take something from Eastern with you while moving on to the next challenge
in your lives .

One of those challenges is that of sufficient funding to

your University to safeguard the quality of learning from which you have
benefitted ," HOFFEE said.
" The Board of Governors , the Board and staff , are working in
cooperation with the leadership of the State Legislature and the
Governor 's Office as the State looks at tax reform.

The needed dollars

are for all of education including public elementary and secondary schools
and our state universities.
"I would ask all of you to join with us in writi ng your State Senators
and State Representat ives , share with them the story of your educational
experience at Eastern, and ask that they con tinue to make the
oppo;z-tun i tie:S you have received available to others by ens uring the
adequacy of increased state revenues for educa ti on ."
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Other platform guests will be Dr. Glenn Williams, vice president for
Student Affairs; Dr. Verna Armstrong , vice president for Administration
and Finance ; Dr. Daniel E. Thornburgh, director of University Relations;
and James Martin, registrar.
Faculty marshals will be Dr. Paul Kirby, professor of foreign
languages, in the morning and Dr. Thomas Elliott , professor of business
education and administrative office management, in the afternoon.
- 30-

